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Coming When Called

Why does my dog ignore me when I say ‘come’?  Come is an extremely important behavior to teach your dog. Some dogs have learned that ‘come’ is the word she hears before her human takes something away – greeting another dog, coming in when she’d rather be out, getting a bath, putting her back on leash, etc. Most dogs quickly learn to avoid that word (and you) because it’s being associated with unpleasant situations. Assess how you use the word and if your dog really understands what it means – most dogs don’t! 

How do I get her to come when I want her to? Dogs have no morals so trying to guilt or shame her to come to you is a waste of time. A reliable dog (one that comes when called) based on lots of training. You already control all the good stuff in her world (feeding, car rides, letting her outside, playing), so start using it to reward good behavior! Call her every time you do something that she likes. Say “Come!” when you are going to feed her, “Come!” when you are going to letting her outside, “Come!” when you want to give her a treat, “Come!” when it’s time to go for a car ride. What she will start to understand is when she hears that word, even if she is having a good time, she will come to you because ‘when mom/dad calls me, it’s ALWAYS fun!’ And you will have a reliable dog that wants to be around you. So here are the ‘rules’:

1.  Never punish your dog for coming to you, no matter what.

2. Reward your dog when she checks in with you, (even if you didn't specifically ask) – this throws the responsibility of paying attention on your dog.

3. Never call your dog to you to do something she doesn't like (nail trimming, baths, away from dogs that she is excited to greet, etc.) during the training process.

4. Call your dog for stuff she like to do – car rides, leash walks, taking a new toy out of the bag, dinnertime!

5. Throw in the word ‘come!' when she is already coming toward you. You are associating the action with the word. 

6. Use body language and tone-of-voice to encourage movement toward you (short sounds, clapping, crouching down, moving away from your dog).

7. Don't stand facing your dog and move toward her – this action actually pushes her away.

8. If you don't think your dog will respond, don't even say ‘come.' A terribly difficult thing for humans to do!

9. If your dog has a bad association with the word ‘come' then change it to another word, like ‘Yo!' or ‘Now!'
