Housetraining

and Dogs

Why does my dog go to the bathroom where she shouldn’t?  Dogs do not go to the bathroom inside because they are jealous or angry. They do it because they have to go! It’s easier to teach your dog where to go than the 10,000 places she shouldn’t. Keeping the ‘den’ clean is fairly hardwired in a dog’s brain, but because our houses are usually large, she can think the basement, a spare bedroom or the infrequently used dining room isn’t part of the den. It’s best to supervise your new dog and take her out frequently – that way you can prevent accidents from happening inside and reward your pup for going outside. Just letting her out doesn’t always work. Say ‘go potty’ as she is going to help her associate the phrase with action, and ‘good girl’ as she is finishing her business.

Okay, so I’m rewarding her for going outside but she is still have accidents. What’s the problem?  Your dog may have a medical issue. Unfortunately, because dogs are stoic, humans can’t always tell if their dog is sick. Call your veterinarian and schedule an appointment that specifically deals with the problem. 

Can I show her what she did wrong?  Unfortunately we haven’t found that to be helpful. Dogs live in the moment so you can’t show them something they’ve done in the past and punish or reward them for it. They can’t make that connection like humans can.

What would be some other reasons that my dog is having accidents?  Submissive/excited urination, marking, separation anxiety or fear. Please email for more information.

Any other suggestions?  Use an enzymatic cleaner to remove the odor. Products like carpet cleaner don’t lift up the protein in the urine and feces. Establish a routine (take her out after eating, after waking up, after play), supervise your dog (regardless of the dog’s age). If you have a puppy, expect accidents! An 8-week old puppy can hold it for approximately 3 hours, so if you work full-time, you’ll have a challenging time housetraining. 

