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Scratching FAQ’s

Do cats need their claws?
Cats are born with retractable claws that are used for a variety of reasons – to climb, hold items, hunt, for balance and protection. Cats also scratch to stretch, during play, as a greeting and to relieve frustration when prevented from doing other things they want to do.

Why does my cat scratch?

· Cats need to scratch to stretch and strengthen their shoulder muscles

· To remove the dead outer layer of their claws

· To mark their territory – cats have scent glands in their paws

· For exercise, a lot of cats like to scratch to show off! 
It’s normal for cats to scratch, so it’s unrealistic to prevent them from scratching. We recommend redirecting your cats to something acceptable.

What do cats like to scratch?

It’s important to look at what your cat scratches as well as how they scratch. Some like to scratch horizontally, while others scratch vertically. Some prefer carpet, others think that wood or sisal is great. The object being scratched should be sturdy and at least at tall as the cat is when fully extended. Any tree that tips over will be avoided in the future by your cat.

How do I teach her to scratch on something acceptable?

Cats have scent gland in their pads and when they scratch they leave this scent (undetectable to humans). Areas that you don’t want scratched should be covered with a sheet or double stick tape while you encourage your cat to scratch the post. You can use catnip or dangle a fishing pole toy near the post to encourage her to use it. – it’s pretty easy! Make sure when she is scratching what is acceptable that you say, “Good girl!”

Does nail trimming stop a cat from scratching?

No, but clipping prevents your cat’s nails from getting snagged on carpet, clothing, etc. Regular trimming keeps the nails short. 

Thank you, HSWM Staff
