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Admissions Policy 


The mission of the Humane Society of Western Montana is to provide a safe, compassionate shelter for pets in need, place these animals into loving, lifelong homes and advocate for the welfare of all companion pets.

In support of this mission, we:
· provide physical, emotional and medical care for the animals in our shelter;
· match people with pets to enrich each others’ lives; and
· engage and educate the community on issues affecting the welfare of companion animals.

The Humane Society of Western Montana serves all adoptable cats, dogs and animals commonly kept as pets to the extent resources are available. As part of our effort to ensure exceptional care is provided to pets in our care, the Humane Society does not accept pets beyond the maximum capacity that may be appropriately housed and cared for in our facility or through our network of foster homes. 
 
The Humane Society uses an appointment system for the intake of adoptable animals. Appointments for the surrender of a pet may be scheduled with the staff by calling the shelter. If we cannot accommodate an intake immediately the pet will be placed on a waiting list. Stray pets found in Missoula County that cannot be accommodated will be referred to Missoula Animal Control. In the case of an emergency or when an animal adopted from the Humane Society needs to be returned, animals will be admitted immediately. When resources are available, the Humane Society will accept vaccinated and healthy cats and dogs from other shelters, giving priority to regional and in-state facilities, on a case by case basis as determined by the Shelter Supervisor. 

The Humane Society does not accept wildlife, exotic pets, farm animals or feral cats. Guardians of wildlife, exotic pets and farm animals will be referred to a species appropriate rescue, facility or government agency whenever possible/applicable. Those needing assistance with feral cat colonies will be referred to the Humane Society’s Trap-Neuter-Return program for trap-neuter-return options  and/or rehoming of social cats and kittens. 
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